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BYLAW NO. 18/2015 

 

FOOTHILLS FIRE SERVICES BYLAW 

IN AND FOR THE 

MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF FOOTHILLS NO. 31 
 

 

SECTION 1 DEFINITIONS 

 Describes meanings of words used in the bylaw. 

 

SECTION 2 NAME  

 Identifies the name and who is authorized to use it. 

 

SECTION 3 FIRE SERVICES 

 Outlines what services the fire services may be authorized to perform. 

 

SECTION 4 FIRE CHIEF 

 Describes the responsibilities and authority of the Fire Chief and who the 

position reports to. 

 

SECTION 5 - FIRE PREVENTION  

 Describes what the M.D. can do to prevent fires and responsibility for the 

QMP. 

 

SECTION 6 - FIREWORKS 

 Authorizes the Fire Chief to delegate fireworks permits. 

 

SECTION 7 - INVESTIGATIONS  

 Describes that M.D. will investigate fires and responsibility to the QMP. 

 

SECTION 8 - FIRE PERMITS  

 Describes the M.D. commitment to the Forest and Prairie Protection Act. 

 

SECTION 9 - REQUIREMENT TO REPORT  

 Describes the requirement for citizens and fire services to report fires. 

 

SECTION 10 - RECOVERY OF COSTS 

 Provides authority to recover response costs 

 

SECTION 11 - OFFENCES  

 Identifies offences 

 

SECTION 12 - PENALTIES  

 Identifies penalties for the offences 

 

SECTION 13 - SEVERABILITY  

 States that if one part is appealed or overturned, does not affect rest of by-

law 

 

SECTION 14 – BYLAWS REPLACED 

 Lists bylaws replace by this one 

 

SCHEDULE “A” FIRE PERMIT 

 Identifies Approved Permit form  

 

SCHEDULE “B” FIRE WORKS PERMIT 

 Identifies Approved permit forms 

 

SCHEDULE “C” RESIDENTIAL FIRE PIT 

 Identifies Approved permit forms 
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BYLAW NO. 18/2015 

 

FOOTHILLS FIRE SERVICES BYLAW 

 

A Bylaw of the Municipal District of Foothills No. 31, in the Province Of Alberta, for 

the purpose of Establishing and Operating an Emergency Service including Fire and Rescue and 

to Rescind Bylaw No. 17/2010. 

 

WHEREAS the Municipal Government Act, R.S.A. 2000, c. M-26, as amended thereto, provides 

that a “Council of a municipality may pass bylaws for municipal purposes respecting the safety, 

health, and welfare of people and the protection of people and property; 

 

AND WHEREAS the Council of the Municipal District of Foothills No. 31 recognizes that:  

 

a) the Forest and Prairie Protection Act, R. S.A. 2000, c. F- 19 requires the Council of a 

Municipal District to fight and control all fires within the boundaries of the Municipal 

District, other than areas contained in a forest protection area; and 

 

b) it is not possible to provide the same level of emergency services to all areas and persons 

within the Municipality given limited resources, competing demands for resources, and 

the geographic size of the Municipality; 

 

AND WHEREAS the Council of the Municipal District of Foothills No. 31 wishes to continue 

the delivery of emergency services throughout the Municipality and recognizes the obligations 

and limitations expressed herein; 

 

NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Municipal District of Foothills No. 31 of the Province 

of Alberta, duly assembled, enacts as follows: 

 

SECTION 1 - DEFINITIONS 

1.1 In this Bylaw: 

 

c) “Ambulance Attendant” means a person who is employed by an emergency medical 

service duly authorized to operate within the M.D.; 

 

d) “Apparatus” means any vehicle provided with machinery, devices, equipment or 

materials for emergency use, as well as any vehicles used for transporting firefighters or 

supplies; 

 

e) “Approved” means approved by the Authority Having Jurisdiction as defined by the 

Municipal Government Act, Council or the Fire Chief; 

 

f) “Authority Having Jurisdiction” means a safety codes officer in the fire discipline 

appointed in accordance with the Safety Codes Act; 

 

g) “Campground’ means an area with a development permit and developed for temporary 

short term recreational use; 

 

h)  “Council” means the Council of the M.D.; 

 

i) "Costs" means costs and expenses incurred by the M.D. with respect to fighting and 

extinguishing fires or preserving life or property from injury on land within the M.D. and 

all other Incidents and whether such costs are incurred directly by the M.D. or constitute 

money paid by the M.D. to other persons who perform or provide work, services, or 

materials for the purposes aforesaid; 

 

j) “Dangerous Goods” means any material or substance that may cause an immediate or 

long term adverse effect to life, health, property or the environment when burned, spilled, 

leaked or otherwise released from its normal use, handling, storage or transportation 

environment and includes those products, substances and organisms covered by the 

Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations; 

 

k) “Department” includes any station operating as the Foothills Fire Department established 

by this bylaw and includes any person duly appointed to the Department by Council; 

 

l) “Dispatcher” means a member on duty of the organization given the responsibility to 

alert and notify the individual stations that a response is required; 
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m) “District” means a geographical service area within the M.D., as defined by the Council;  

 

n) “District Chief” means the Chief Officer of the assigned District within the M.D.;  

 

o) “Enforcement Officer” means a Bylaw Enforcement Officer, a Community Peace Officer 

or a Member of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police who is authorized to enforce bylaws 

or for the purpose of inspection and enforcement under the Bylaw, an Officer is a 

designated Officer of the Municipal District of Foothills No. 31.; 

 

p) “Equipment” means any tools, contrivances, devices or materials used by the Fire 

Services to combat an Incident; 

 

q) “False Alarm” means an alarm maliciously activated or otherwise falsely reported as an 

Incident, or an alarm caused by a mechanical failure or other activation of an alarm 

system that falsely reports an Incident;  

 

r) “Fire Chief” means the person appointed as head of the Foothills Fire Department; 

 

s) “Fire Permit” means a written permit authorizing an applicant to light a fire, signed by 

both an appointed fire Guardian and the applicant; 

 

t) “Fire Service”, means the Department and other authorized Municipal Fire Departments 

that are assigned a response area within the M.D. through partnerships or other written 

agreements; 

 

u) “Incident” means a fire, or a situation where a fire or explosion is imminent or any other 

situation presenting a possible danger to life or property and to which the Fire Service has 

responded, including rescues of all types, medical assistance and attendance at motor 

vehicle incidents on roads and highways within the M.D.; 

 

v) “M.D.” means the Municipal District of Foothills No. 31; 

 

w) “Member” means any person that is a duly appointed member of the “Fire Service”; 

 

x) “Member in Charge” means the most senior or otherwise qualified Member who is 

responsible for the coordination of manpower, apparatus and equipment at an Incident, 

commonly called Fire Ground Command; 

 

y) “Occupant” means any person that is in control of property through a lease, rental or 

otherwise has the legal right to use or enjoy the land, building of other types of property 

including farm equipment, motor vehicles, water craft, air craft and all other personal 

property; 

 

z) “Outdoor Fire” shall mean any Fire which is not an Incinerator Fire, Pit Fire or Public 

Park Site Fire and which, without limiting the generality of the foregoing shall include 

grass fires, forest and brush fires, running fires, structure fires, building fires, wood scrap 

fires, ground thawing fires and chattel fires whether controlled or uncontrolled; 

 

aa) "Owner" means the registered owner of a parcel of land at the time that the MD incurs 

costs according to the records maintained by the Land Titles Office where the incident 

relates to real property and the owner and person in possession or either or both of them, 

of other types of property including farm equipment, motor vehicles, water craft, air craft 

and all other personal property; 

 

bb) “Running Fire” means an unconfined fire burning and increasing in area without being 

under the control of any person; 

 

cc)  “Safety Codes Council” means the corporation known by that name as established under 

the Safety Codes Act; 

 

dd) “Station” means a building operated by the Fire Service where fire suppression 

equipment is housed, commonly called a fire hall; 

 

1.2       In this bylaw, the masculine gender includes the feminine and vice versa and the singular 

 includes the plural as the context may require; 

 

SECTION 2 – NAME  

2.1  This Bylaw may be cited as the “Foothills Fire Services Bylaw.” 
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2.2 The operating name of the Members and Stations operated by the MD shall be the 

“Foothills Fire Department”. 

 

SECTION 3 - FIRE SERVICES 

3.1 The Council does hereby establish the Foothills Fire Service, for the purpose of: 

 

a. providing emergency response to Incidents involving fires, extinguishing fires, 

preservation of life and property and protection of persons and property from 

injury or damage; 

  

b. providing patient extrication services; 

 

c. providing emergency medical care;  

 

d. providing response to other emergency rescue situations; 

 

e. providing response to Incidents involving Dangerous Goods;  

 

f. preventing and extinguishing prairie or Running Fires and Outdoor Fires and 

enforcing the provisions of the Forest and Prairie Protection Act; 

 

g. investigating the cause of fires in accordance with the M.D.’s Quality 

Management Plan approved by the Safety Codes Council; 

 

h. carrying out preventable patrols, prefire-planning and fire inspections in 

accordance with the M.D.’s Quality Management Plan approved by the Safety 

Codes Council; 

 

i. enforcing the provisions of the Safety Codes Act and the Alberta Fire Code as 

amended from time to time (the “Code”); 

 

j. entering into agreements or partnerships with other municipalities, or agencies 

for the joint use, control and management of apparatus and emergency 

equipment; 

 

k. purchasing and operating apparatus and equipment for preservation of life and 

property; 

 

l. providing other services as directed by Council. 

 

SECTION 4 - FIRE CHIEF 

4.1  The Fire Chief shall be appointed by Council and report to the Director of Community 

Services. 

 

4.2  The Fire Chief may appoint officers of the Department with the approval of Council. 

 

4.3  The Fire Chief is the Authority Having Jurisdiction for purposes of this bylaw. He may 

delegate all or any of his authority under this bylaw to a Member who also holds 

qualification as an Authority Having Jurisdiction. Any action or decision made by such 

delegate may be reviewed and be altered or rescinded by the Fire Chief.  

 

4.4  The Fire Chief has complete responsibility and authority over any Fire Services while 

operating within the M.D., subject to the direction and control of Council, and shall, with 

the approval of Council, prescribe rules, regulations and policies for the ongoing 

administration and organization of the Fire Service, including but not limited to: 

 

a) use, care and protection of Fire Service property; 

 

b) recruitment, appointment, conduct, discipline, duties and responsibilities of 

Officers and Members; and   

 

c) efficient operation of the Fire Service. 
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4.5  Regulations, rules or policies made pursuant to Section 4.4 of this Bylaw shall not be 

inconsistent with this bylaw or any legislation or regulations of the Province of Alberta 

including the Code. 

 

4.6  The Fire Chief shall have overall control, direction and management of any Fire Service 

apparatus, equipment or manpower. 

 

4.7  The Fire Chief may obtain assistance from other officials of the M.D., as he deems 

necessary, in order to discharge his duties and responsibilities under this Bylaw. 

 

4.8  The Fire Chief or the Member in Charge at an Incident, may establish boundaries or 

limits and keep persons from entering the area within the prescribed boundaries or limits 

unless authorized to enter by the Member in Charge. 

 

4.9  The Fire Chief or the Member in Charge at an Incident may request Enforcement Officers 

to enforce restrictions on persons entering within the boundaries of limits outlined in 

Section 4.8. 

 

4.10  The Fire Chief or the Member in Charge, at an Incident, is empowered to cause a 

building, structure or thing to be pulled down, demolished or otherwise removed if he 

considers it necessary to prevent the spread of fire to other buildings, structures or things 

or to mitigate any other Incident where safety of the public or a Member is at risk. 

 

4.11  The Fire Chief or the Member in Charge, at an Incident, is empowered to direct personnel 

or equipment to enter on any land, building or premises, including adjacent land, 

buildings or premises, to combat, control or deal with an Incident in whatever manner he 

considers necessary. 

 

4.12  If, in the opinion of the Fire Chief or the Member in Charge, an Incident within the M.D. 

requires specialized equipment, rescue or technical expertise, that Member is authorized 

to summon the appropriate agency which provides such services and is equipped to deal 

with the Incident. 

 

4.13  Council may establish service levels for defined response areas within the M.D. for any 

service provided by the Fire Service. 

 

SECTION 5 - FIRE PREVENTION 

5.1  The Fire Chief may, subject to the approval of Council, establish a fire prevention 

 program within  the M.D., including but not limited to: 

d) preventative inspections of properties or structures within the M.D. in accordance 

with the Quality Management Plan approved by the Safety Codes Council, 

 

e) review of designs, plans, specifications and processes to ensure conformance 

with the Code as amended from time to time, 

 

f) preparation of pre-fire plans for high hazard occupancies, 

 

g) dissemination of fire prevention information to the general public. 

 

5.2   The Department, subject to the approval of Council, may enter into agreements with other 

municipalities or agents to provide fire inspection services. 
 

SECTION 6 - FIREWORKS 

6.1  The Fire Chief or his designate may issue fireworks permits required by the Code, 

including vendor permits, low hazard permits, and high hazard permits within the boundaries of 

the M.D., with the exception of those areas designated as a Forest and  Prairie Protection area. 

 

SECTION 7 - INVESTIGATIONS 

7.1  The Fire Chief or his designate may investigate the cause, origin and circumstances of 

every Incident within his jurisdiction in accordance with the Quality Management Plan 

approved by the Safety Codes Council. 

7.2  If the person investigating an Incident as described in Section 7.1 has information that 

indicates a fire is or may have been intentionally set or has resulted in loss of life, the 

RCMP are to be advised immediately of the Incident. 
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7.3  The Department, subject to the approval of Council, may enter into agreements with 

other municipalities or agencies to provide fire investigation services. 

SECTION 8 - FIRE PERMITS 

8.1  Within the boundaries of the M.D., with the exception of those areas designated as a 

Forest and Prairie Protection area, Fire Permits are required for the full calendar year in 

each and every year. 

8.2  Upon the recommendation of the Fire Chief, Council shall annually appoint persons to be 

Fire Guardians in accordance with the Forest and Prairie Protection Act as amended. 

8.3  Upon receipt and approval of an expense report, the Department may reimburse a Fire 

Guardian for expenses incurred in the performance of his duties in accordance with the 

fees established by Council for these duties. 

8.4  Fire Guardians who are appointed in accordance with Sec. 8.1 may, if in their opinion it 

is safe to do so, issue to an applicant a “Fire Permit” in accordance with the Forest and 

Prairie Protection Act, as amended thereto. 

8.5  Council, may by resolution or with the agreement of 2 Councilors and the Fire Chief, 

restrict the lighting of open fires within the M.D. by declaring burning restrictions or a 

total fire ban, including but not limited to, any and all open fires, discharging of 

fireworks, the use of burning barrels and the use of all wood and briquette fires for 

cooking or warmth purposes including recreational camp sites. 

8.6  Any restrictions to the lighting of open fires within the M.D. shall be in effect for the 

whole M.D. with the exception of those areas designated as a Forest and Prairie 

Protection area.   

8.7  A Fire Permit shall be in Form A of Schedule “A” of this Bylaw. 

8.8  The requirements of the Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act and Regulations 

as amended from time to time take precedence over any condition attached to a Fire 

Permit. 

8.9  When conditions warrant, the Fire Chief may require Fire Guardians to inspect each site 

before a Fire Permit may be issued. 

8.10  A Fire Permit is required for all outdoor fires, unless: 

 

a. the fire is an attended fire in an approved fire receptacle in a designated 

Campground; 

 

b. the fire is an attended fire in an approved residential recreational fire 

pit(s) as described in Schedule “C”; 

 

c. the fire is totally confined within a non combustible structure or 

container that has the draft and smoke vents covered with a heavy gauge 

metal screen having a mesh size no larger than 7 mm (1/4 in) and which 

is ventilated in such a manner as to preclude the escape of combustible 

materials, the container is to be located on a noncombustible surface that 

extends a minimum or 61 cm (24”) or a distance around the container 

equal or greater than the height of the container; 

 

d. the fire is a flare stack used in the petroleum industry; or 

 

e. the fire has been set by the Fire Service for the purpose of training 

firefighters. 

 

SECTION 9 - REQUIREMENT TO REPORT 

9.1 The Owner, occupant or person otherwise in the care and control of any property 

damaged by fire within the M.D. shall immediately report particulars of the fire to the 

Department within the response district where the property is located. 

9.2 A Department which responds to an Incident within the M.D. or is made aware of a fire 

within its area of response, in which a life is lost or a person suffers injury requiring 
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medical attention, or in which property is damaged or destroyed by fire shall report the 

incident to the Fire Chief as soon as practicable.  

9.3 The Owner, occupant or person otherwise in care and control of any property containing 

dangerous goods which sustains an accidental or unplanned release of the dangerous 

goods shall immediately report particulars of the release to the Fire Chief or his 

representative. 

SECTION 10 - RECOVERY OF COSTS 

10.1 Where a Department has taken any action whatsoever for the purpose of responding to an 

Incident within the M.D., including any such action taken by the Fire Service on a false 

alarm, Council may, in respect of any costs incurred by the M.D. in taking such action 

charge any costs so incurred by the M.D. to the person who caused the fire or the owner 

or occupant of the land or property in respect of which such action was taken. 

10.2 Unless there is a written agreement stating otherwise, the schedule of fees to be charged 

for responses made by the Fire Services shall be as set out in the M.D. Fee Schedule 

Bylaw. 

10.3 Where the Fire Service has been requested to provide a copy of a report related to an 

Incident, a fire inspection for resale purposes, a historical response record or any other 

report, document or service, the Municipal District may charge a fee for providing this 

report as outlined in the M.D. Fee Schedule Bylaw. 

10.4 In respect of the costs or fees described in Section 10.1: 

a) the Municipal District. may recover such cost or fee as a debt due and owing to 

the M.D.; or 

 

b) in the case of action taken by the Fire Service in respect of land within the M.D.; 

where the cost or fee is not paid upon demand by the M.D., then in default of 

payment, such cost or fee may be charged against the land as taxes due and 

owing in respect of that land and may be recovered as such. 

 

SECTION 11 - OFFENCES 

11.1 No person shall: 

 

a) impede, obstruct or hinder a Member of the Fire Service, or other person 

assisting or acting under the direction of the Fire Chief or the Member in Charge 

at any Incident; 

 

b) damage or destroy Department apparatus or equipment; 

 

c) drive a vehicle over any equipment, in particular fire hose, at an Incident without 

the permission of the Fire Chief or Member in Charge at the Incident; 

 

d) obstruct a Member from carrying out any function or activity related in any way 

to fire protection; 

 

e) falsely represent himself as a Member or wear or display any Department badge, 

cap, button, insignia or other paraphernalia for the purpose of such false 

representation; 

 

f) obstruct or otherwise interfere with access roads, streets or other approaches to 

any fire alarm, fire hydrant, cistern or body of water designated for fire-fighting 

purposes or any connections provided to a fire main, pipe, standpipe, sprinkler 

system, cistern or other body of water designated for fire-fighting purposes; 

  

g) by any means whatsoever, cause the Fire Service to respond to a False Alarm. 

 

SECTION 12 – PENALTIES 

12.1  Every person who contravenes any of the provisions of this bylaw or who suffers or 

 permits any act or thing to be done in contravention of any of the provisions of this 

 Bylaw, or who neglects or refrains from doing anything required to be done by the 

 provisions of this Bylaw, or who does or omits to do any act or thing, in contravention of 

 any of the provisions of this Bylaw, is guilty of an offence and upon conviction, is liable 
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 to a fine of not less than $250.00 and not more than $10,000.00 and upon default in 

 payment, to imprisonment for a term of not more than six months. In addition to  the 

 imposition of a penalty as aforesaid, the court may direct that the convicted person pay to 

 the M.D. within a time to be fixed by the court, any costs and expenses incurred by it in 

 relation to any Incident involved in the offence. The foregoing penalties are in addition 

 to any  charges that may be levied under the M.D. Fee Schedule Bylaw for Fire 

 Department responses. 

 

12.2 Despite s.12.1, an offence under this bylaw may be prosecuted in accordance with Parts 2 

 or 3 of   the Provincial Offences Procedure Act in which case the specified penalty for the 

 offence shall be $250.00. 

 

12.3 Where an Enforcement Officer believes that a person has contravened any provisions of 

 this bylaw, he may commence proceedings by issuing a summons by means of a violation 

 ticket in accordance with Part 2 of the Provincial Offences Procedure Act, S.A. 1988 

 Chap P-21.5. 

 

SECTION 13 - SEVERABILITY 

13.1 Should any section or part of this Bylaw be found to have been improperly enacted or 

 ultra vires, for any reason, then such section or part shall be regarded as being 

 severable from the Bylaw and  the Bylaw remaining after such severance shall be 

 effective and enforceable as if the section found to be improperly enacted had not 

 been enacted as part of this Bylaw. 

 

 

SECTION 14 – BYLAWS REPEALED OR REPLACED 

 

14.1  Bylaw # 65-92 (Fire Bylaw) 

 

14.2  Bylaw #192-2000 (Charging of fees) 

 

14.3  Bylaw #1023 (Issuance of Fire Permits) 

 

14.4 Bylaw #17/2010 (Foothills Fire Services Bylaw) 

 

14.4 Bylaw #74/2014 (Foothills Fire Services Bylaw) 

 

This Bylaw shall effect on the date of its third reading. 

 

 
First Reading: March 11, 2015   

 

 

____________ ___________________ 

Reeve 

 

____________ ___________________ 

Municipal Manager 

 

 

Second Reading:  March 11, 2015   

 

____________ ___________________ 

Reeve 

 

____________ ___________________ 

Municipal Manager 

 

 

Third Reading:  March 11, 2015 

 

____________________________________ 

Reeve 

 

___________________________________ 

Municipal Manager 

 

 

 

PASSED IN OPEN COUNCIL assembled at the Town of High River in the Province of Alberta 

the 11
th

 day of March, 2015 
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SCHEDULE "A" 

THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF FOOTHILLS NO. 31 

FIRE PERMIT 

 

FSA-A 
 

Front 

 

 
Back 
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SCHEDULE “B” 

THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF FOOTHILLS NO. 31 

FIRE WORKS PERMITS 

 

VENDORS PERMIT 

FSC-A 
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PURCHASER & DISCHARGE PERMIT 

FSC-B 
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HIGH HAZARD DISCHARGE PERMIT 

FSC-C 
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SCHEDULE “C” 

 

APPROVED RESIDENTIAL FIRE PIT 

 

 


